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incomplete, the inscriptions are more available, and Professor
Rapson's introduction, which is an encyclopaedia of all that is
known of the dynasty and its doings, dissects forty-five of them.
He has also scoured every other collection and apparently
every memoir to bring together all that can at present be
known of the coins. The legends on these coins are often so
fragmentary and broken that it requires several of them to
read one Inscription, and it has needed all Professor Rapson's
acuteness to piece them together. He has classed them
according to the various local districts where they are found,
and which present special type-features.

The metals used for the coins are silver, copper, an alloy of
copper called ** potin7J in the catalogue, and lead. Unfortu-
nately, a very large proportion of them are of lead, and
consequently easily defaced. The legends are all written in
one or other of the decayed Sanscrit dialects known as
Prakrit, and especially in that called Dravidi by Buhler, by
which he also distinguishes the alphabet in which they are
written. This Dravidi alphabet is so named from being the
Dravidian form of the well-known Brahmi alphabet.

The catalogue, in addition to the coinage of the Andhras
and their feudatories, also contains a much more important
series from the numismatic point of view, namely, that of
the so-called Western ELshatrapas, on which Cunningham,
Newton and Bhagvanlal have all written. Probably Ksha-
trapa is the Sanscrit form of the old Persian Khshathrapavan,
"protector of the land." It is applied, says Professor
Rapson, to Parthians and Scythians, but never used in
Sanscrit or Prakrit literature. It is better known in its
Western form of Satrap.

On the break-up of the Greek dominion in North-Western
India, the satraps in various districts became independent,
and in several instances initiated independent dynasties with
coinages of their own, and notably at Kapsha, Taxila, Mathura,
the Northern Kshatrapas, and Surashtra and Malwa, the